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River Eden, fly fishing and nature.

The river Eden winds through all our lives in this beautiful Eden Valley. Whether its just driving
to the nearest bridge crossing, walking the dogs along its banks or out birding , in so many ways
it is always there in the background. Many of our guests ask us about the river, the fish and
wildlife as well as the folk lore. We know a little but one man who knows a lot is Glyn Freeman
from Cumbria fly fishing. He has an excellent website and runs courses on a whole range of
activities from salmon casting through to just guiding along the river.

So if you want to talk to a professional who knows his stuff please give Glyn a call on
01697351752.

There is a tremendous buzz in Great Salkeld at the moment, the Spring has been warm and dry
and now summer is here, blue skies abound. All this good weather has brought all ages of
villagers into the newly created Playing Field and has created a great feeling of village
fellowship. In fact I would go so far as to say “ the new playing field has been the biggest boon
to the village since the school opened in 1821"

Great Salkeld has been a great resting place for travellers for hundreds of years, however many
of the earlier travellers were drovers moving cattle, sheep and also geese around the county
and country even. The roads leading to and from Great Salkeld feature wide verges and these,
allowed the animals somewhere to graze and rest whilst on their journey. Of course the local
farmers used them to take cattle to the markets, such as at Lazonby or Penrith.

Cattle were brought in from Ireland via Silloth Docks and once a rail link was established for
Silloth they were moved by train. I remember my father and uncle buying Irish Cattle to fatten at
Cockermouth, sold in lots of 15 as this was the number that would fit in a train wagon. Other
long distant droving routes no doubt ran through the Eden Valley as well, as Drovers moved
cattle from Scotland to London and other cities.

Geese were also brought over from Ireland in large flocks and then sold as the drovers passed
through the various towns and villages. The geese would be fattened ready for Christmas. To
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stop the geese having sore feet they were driven through hot tar which stuck to their feet, then
sand which stuck to the tar, creating a protection for the feet of the geese.

Cumbrian author Irvine Hunt has written “The Drovers’ Boy” a book about Geese Drovers. This
is a book that will appeal to all ages as well as those who enjoy reading aloud to children. It is in
paperback and can be obtained from local bookshops in Penrith.

Part of the Millenium Project undertaken in Great Salkeld was to clear the Lonnin Head Dub as
a wild-life area to protect the habitat of the resident and rare Great Crested Newt. Lonnin means
Lane and Dub means a small pond.

The Dub was used by the drovers to water their cattle. The Dub is about a half mile walk from
Wetheral Cottages and is part of a short walk that can be taken, around the lanes and
side-roads around Great Salkeld.
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